
1 
 

Sermon for the Fifth Sunday of Easter May 14th, 2017 

Grace to you and peace through the Holy Spirit, from God our 

Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.  My guess 

is you have heard this gospel reading a few times before now.  I 

read this gospel passage a lot at funerals because of all of the 

promises Jesus makes in these few verses.  People find comfort 

from the promises Jesus makes in this gospel reading.  

Normally, though, during a funeral, we talk about how those 

promises relate to the person who has died, but today, I think we 

can find a few things to make this gospel reading something to 

think about every day, even on a day like today when we are 

honoring our mothers.   

To me, the promises made in this gospel reading are all about 

strengthening our relationships.  Sure, the reading describes how 

our relationship with Jesus is strengthened because of what 

Jesus says about himself, but our relationships with each other 

also benefit from this reading because of where the reading 

begins.   

The reading begins with "Do not let your hearts be troubled."  I 

think that's probably the hardest part of the reading.  Jesus says, 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled."  But the world is full of 

troubling events.  We are surrounded by people who are 

troubled.  We ourselves get troubling news from time to time.  

Sometimes it feels like trouble finds us even when we are trying 

hard to feel good and lead a happy life.  Stuff happens. Our 

hearts get troubled.  Fear, stress and tragedy get in the way of 
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living a full and trouble free life.  Then here comes Jesus saying, 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled."  But Jesus doesn't stop 

there.  He gives us a strategy for keeping our hearts from getting 

troubled.  He says, "Believe in God, believe also in me."  Faith.  

A relationship with God; believing in the example of God shown 

through the life of Jesus Christ, can keep us from letting our 

hearts be troubled.   

But anyone who has suffered from a troubled heart can tell you 

just how difficult it is to find comfort from praying alone.  Sure, 

we have faith.  Sure, we know who Jesus is.  Sure, we believe in 

the promises that Jesus makes, but when someone is suffering 

from a troubled heart nothing brings comfort like the touch of 

understanding from one person to another.  That's why our 

relationships matter.   

Just like a mother comforts her crying child, we comfort one 

another in our times of distress.  We pray for one another.  We 

bear one another's burdens.  We are the body of Christ.  We 

have hands that hold and feet that move to those who need us.  

We have the words of Jesus who tells us, "I am the way, and the 

truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 

me."  If you want to know God, get to know Jesus.  Have a 

relationship with Jesus Christ and you will know God. 

A relationship with Jesus Christ begins and ends with a 

relationship with the body of Christ, the church.  Christianity 

does not exist in solitude.  God is love, and the love that God has 

for each of us comes through our relationships that we have with 
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one another.  That's why when Jesus commanded us to love one 

another it was not an idle, off-handed thing to say.  Love has to 

be active.  Love has to be demonstrated.  Love has to be shared 

from one person to another for love to be useful at all.  Love 

means caring what is going on with our brothers and sisters 

around the world and doing our best to bring comfort.  Love also 

means making room for people.  Jesus said, "In my Father's 

house there are many dwelling places."  When we hear that we 

think Jesus is talking about heaven, but then, we call this 

building God's house, so perhaps Jesus is also talking about 

here, where we hang out with Jesus and hear God's holy word.  

We eat the holy meal that Jesus commanded us to eat and we 

share the love that God first gave to us.   

Jesus says, "I go to prepare a place for you and I will come again 

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, you may be 

also."  And Jesus also said that where people are gathered in his 

name he is here among us.  So there isn't really a place where we 

can go that Jesus is not already there.  Jesus gives us his own 

self.  We receive the Holy Spirit.  We breathe in God's own love 

and life as we gather together to form the body of Christ, the 

church, and then we are sent out into the world with one 

message; that God so loves the whole world that God gave us 

God's own Son, Jesus Christ.  Anyone who believes in him may 

not perish, but may have eternal life.  We bear the message of 

love, not for our own sake, but for the sake of Jesus Christ who 

sent us. 
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The problem is that words are not enough.  Actions speak louder 

than words.  In order for people to get to know who Jesus is, we 

have to act like Jesus acted.  We have to love like Jesus loves.  

Martin Luther said that we are Christ to one another for the sake 

of the world.  That doesn't mean we are perfect.  We will make 

mistakes.  That just means that love is our primary asset.  We 

love others because God loves us.   

Just like a mother loves her children no matter what they do, 

God loves us and God forgives us when we do things that do not 

bring honor and glory to God.  We are not perfect but, as Peter 

said in our second reading, "But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you 

may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, 

but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy." 

Because we have received God's mercy we are called to share 

that mercy and love with others.  We are the body of Christ.  We 

comfort those whose hearts are troubled.  We believe in God, we 

believe also in Jesus who gave himself for us, who has prepared 

a place for us right here in God's own house, and we have lots of 

room for more.  Amen. 




